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,, 113, foot note 2, line 4 . — For One read One set 

,, 117, foot-note 6, line 2 . — For vikramanam=idam read vikramanam-anyatama-yogad=avapya 

mah!m-anu6asatam=pravrittakam=idam 

„ 121, para. 2 .—Add note —' On the basis of a report from the Superintendent of the Rajputana 

Museum, Ajmer, the Chhoti Sadri inscription was noticed in the Annual Report of 
the Archaeological Survey of India, 1929-30, p. 187/ 

,, 123, line 35 . — For apperr read appear 

„ 124, foot-note 10 . — Read mya ; cf. 

lf 126, line 3 .- — For vatsara^am read vatsaranam(nam) 

„ 130, line 16 . — For fame read merit 



Pabt VII] 



ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS 
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Page 131, last para. — Add note — ‘Varahamihira, who is supposed to have died in 583 A. D., men- 
tions an Avantika-nripa (king of the Avanti country, i.e. West Malwa) named 
Mahdrajddhiraja Dravyavardhana ( Bfihatsamhita , 86, 2 cf. V. V. Mirashi in 
Nava Bhdrata [Marathi], August 1957, pp. 1 IT.). The vardhana-e nding names of 
Dravyavardhana, Adityavardhana (king of Dasapura according to the Mandasor 
inscription of about the close of the fifth century) and Vishnuvardhana (i.e. 
Yasodharman of Dasapura, 532 A.D.) appear to suggest that they belonged to a 
later branch of the Aulikara family of Dasapura (Mandasor). It seems therefore that 
Aulikara rule was not extirpated from Dasapura by the Hunas, but that the 
Aulikaras transferred their allegiance for the time being from the Guptas to the 
Hunas. In such a case, Gauri of the Manavayani clan, ruling over the Chhoti Sadri 
area, would appear to have been a feudatory of Aulikara Adityavardhana. 

,, 152, text, line 6 .—Read H 1 [4*] 

,, 152. foot-note 1, lines 2-3. — Read mah-ambu-vahaih 

„ 170, lines 6 ff. — Add note — ‘Some of the acharas are mentioned in the Anjaneri plates of 
Bhogasakti and Tejovarman. Cf. lines 32 ff. — Samagiri-vdstavydndm vadjam 
chandr-arkka-kdlikam sulka f n=adl{de)yam samasta-rdjye n=asti [j*] apararh cha aputra - 
dhanam nna(n=a)sti [j*] umbara-bkeda[h] rdja-parushdydm-dvdsako jemakas-cha 
etanndsti(n=asti) [|*] kumdri -sahas e rupakandm=ash t-ottara -s at am ( ta m ) | samgrahane 
dvdtrimsati(sad)-rupakah lurnna-trodanikayam shddasa rupakah sira-sphotani 
chatvari rupakah bhdrikdydth va nik- p u t rasy- as hi-ottara~ satam rupakanarh nange 
gfilutasya yach-ch=dshtau skodasa va mgara-niahqllakd vichdrya vadarhte tadetadeva- 
(tdd=em) pramd>uim(nam | ) (above, Vol. XXV, p. 237). A record of Saka 973 
(1050 A. D.) from Sudi, Dharwar District, registers the hdsana-maryydde granted 
to the eight Settis (merchants) and eighty households of the village. According 
to it, the shops and households were- granted immunity from all imposts, 
including fixed land-rent for two 6rdhes (years) ; thereafter they were to be charged 
with usual dues ( sarv-aya ). The rules regarding the eight Settis were not to apply 
to the country, nor those of the country to the eight Settis. The guilt of a father 
should not affect the son, nor the guilt of a son his father. If a shop-keeper 
would strike a thief, robber, burglar, enemy or an evil-minded person in the verandah 
near the screen of the shop, there should be neither guilt nor fine ; but, if he would 
strike them elsewhere, he would be fined 6 gold gadyanas (ibid., Vol. XV, 
pp. 77 ff.)/ 

,, 170. foot-note 2. — Add note — Trof. D. D. Kosambi suggests to me, “If the document is 

believed to define the merchants’ privileges and taxes, it is obvious that the drharas 
fall into consecutive groups ; e.g., Nos. 53-59 which refer to the customs duty on 
trade goods. In that case, vahitra in No. 53 need not be a boat, but any large carrier. 
Nos. 54-56 do not refer to boat loads of buffaloes, etc., but loads carried by these ani- 
mals. In this connection, Dharmiha can only be a supertax charged by the king in 
the name of religion. It would follow that the varsha-paryushita vanijaJi exempted 
from the pravesya (immigration tax) would be those who had taken up residence in 
the area in question for the rainy season only and not for a whole year. The implica- 
tion is that trade was Btopped during the rains. In Nos. 6, 7, 9 and 31, chhala seems 
to mean, as in Marathi, harassment or persecution or, in the present context, also 
prosecution/ 
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Page 176, last line. — Add note — ‘The word vahitra occurs in a similar passage in the Anjaneri plates 
- of Bhoga&akti. Cf. lines 35-36. — sarttha-vahitreshu pravese nirgame cka pratyekam 

rupakah devasya yatr-otsave datavyam ( vyah) (above, Vol. XXV, p. 232).’ 

185, line 23. — For languag read language 

», 187, foot-note 1 4. — For padu read pada 

„ 190, line 5.~.For Khaji read Khalji 

„ 203. text, line 6. — * Read gh [ri] ta 

„ 207, foot-note 5. — For dui read dvi 

„ 236, text, line 11. — Read Siunabka 
% 

„ 236, foot-note 18. — Read Sivanabha 
„ 249, foot-note 4. — Add note — ‘See above, pp. 95 ff.’ 

„ 299, text, line 18. — Read v&§! | 1 
,, 300, text, line 50.- — Read sinha (simha) sanam 
„ 302, text, line 72. — Read svairi (r=a) vam 
,, 302, text, line 80.-— Read aradhya [m*] 

„ 302, text, line 82. — Read s=abhud-bharttUMn mahi 
„ 303, text, line 92. — Read chariten=a° 
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VOL. XXX 1953-1954 

No. 1— DHULEV PLATE OF MAHARAJA BHETT1 ; YEAR 73 

(1 Plate) 

V. V. Mirashi, Nagpur 

This plate was in the possession of Mr. Kalulal Ardavi, a Brahmana of Dhulev (also called 
Rishabhadeva) about 40 miles south of Udaipur in Rajputana. According to his account, it was 
found at Kalyanpur, about 4 miles south-east of Dhulev. It has been briefly noticed by the late 
M. M. Gaurishankar Hirachand Ojha in the Annual Report of the Rajputana Museum for 1932-33. 
Pandit A. K. Vyas, Superintendent, Archaeology e :.d Museum, Udaipur, invited my attention to 
its date at the Jaipur Session of the Indian History Congress held in December 1951, and kindly 
supplied me with an excellent photograph of it 1 decipherment and study. I found the record 
of considerable importance in view of the rece controversy regarding the Harsha era. I there- 
fore edit it here with the kind permission of Pandit Vyas. 

This is a single copper-plate, measuring 124' broad and 3J" high, and is inscribed on one 
side only. It weighs 26| tolas . There was apparently no seal discovered with it ; at least there 
is no indication of one having been soldered to it. The inscription consists of seven lines, inscribed 
breadthwise, of which the last appears to have been added subsequently. The record is in a good 
state of preservation. The average size of the letters is -2'. The characters are of the North- 
Indian Alphabet and resemble in a general way those of the Udaipur inscription of Aparajita 
dated V. 718. 1 Worthy of note are the curves of some letters and signs which are ornamentally 
treated. As regards individual letters we may note the initial win Ubbaraket, 1. 5; k which 
appears looped in some cases (cf. Dutak6 > 1. 5) and unlooped in others (cf. - kutumbi 1. 1) ; the 
lingual d which occurs in Bhattivadasya, 1. 6 ; n which is generally looped as in Bhattindga y 1. 2, 
but, in some cases, unlooped as in anumatih y 1. 3. Y is generally as in the Udaipur inscription, but 
the curve of its left member is turned inside, not outside as in that inscription ; see bddhayaty=a$tu, 
11. 1-2. Superscript r generally appears above the line (cf. varsha- y 1. 4), but in -nimittyartha y 
1. 2, it is formed on the line. 

The language is Sanskrit, and except for one imprecatory and benedictive verse, the whole 
record is in prose. The wrong form karshdpayatah in place of karshayatah in 1. 3 and the use of 
the instrumental case in stating the date deserve notice. The orthography shows the use of the 
medial fi for ri in tfi-saptatibhih , 1. 5, the reduplication of the consonant preceding and following r 
(see Chandrattreya , i. 2 and sarvvan , 1.1) and of that following an anusvara in pariparhtthand, 
1. 3 and sathwatsare y 1. 5. 

The inscription refers itself to the reign of Maharaja Bhetti of Kishkindh&. It purports 
to record < he consent of Maharaja Bhetti to the gift of the agrahara village Obbaraka to the 
Brahmana Bhaftiu&ga of the Chandratreya gotra and Vajasaneya ( kakha) 2 for the religious 

1 Above, Vol. IV, pp. 29 ff. For similar characters, see also the Vasantgadh inscription of Varmalata ; ibid., 
Vol. IX, pp. 187 ff. 

1 The inscription mentions Vdda{ja)saneya as a gotra , but gotra there is evidently a mistake for Sdkhd. 
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merit ? Maharaja Bappadatti, who may have been the king’s father. 1 The order is communicated 
to the king’s Ayuktakas , Viniyuktakas , Chdtas , Bhatas, Kutumbins , Mahattaras and Drdhgikas . 
The record is dated in the A6vayuja samvataara and in the 73rd year (expressed in words) 
since the foundation of the kingdom (rdjya-pratipatti). The Dutaka was Yajfiadeva and 
the scribe, Sambabhata. After the mention of these, the record contains the sign-manuals of 
Maharaja Bhetti and Bhat^iva^a, without specification of the latter’s rank. Ordinarily a 
record closes with the sign-manual of the reigning king, but here we have the additional statement 
that at the camp of Tuxnbat&ll, the Dutaka KarJrabhata was appointed by the SdmarUa 
Bhartfi va<L£a . Again, the last line which seems to have been added at a later date records the 
consent of the Sdmanta Bhartripadra and mentions another Dutaka , viz., SdmarUa Bhawihita. 

The inscription thus records the consent of two princes Maharaja Bhetti and Sdmanta Bhartri- 
padra and mentions three Dutakas , Yajfiadeva, Karkabhata and Bhawihita. The first of these 
was appointed by Maharaja Bhetti, the second by Sdmanta Bhartrivadda, and the third by 
Sdmanta Bhartripadra. The need for appointing three Dutakas is not clear. Perhaps Bhatti- 
vada, Bhartrivadda and Bhartripadra are identical, the first two being Prakritised forms of the 
third name which is in Sanskrit. If this conjecture is correct, it would seem that Mah&rdja 
Bhetti first appointed his Dutaka Yajfiadatta as the Executor of the grant. As the donated village 
lay in the territory of his Sdmanta , the latter’s sign-manual also was added at the end. The 
Sdmanta appointed his own Dutaka while camping at Tumbatali. The grant seems to have 
remained unexecuted for some time. Therefore, the consent of the Sdmanta was again recorded 
and the name of another Dutaka was mentioned at the end. This seems to be the only plausible 
explanation of the intriguing mention of two Sdmantas and three Dutakas in the present inscription. 

Let us next turn to the date of the record. M. M. Ojha referred the date 73 of the present 
inscription to the Harsha era and took it as equivalent to 679 A. C. a Very few dates of the Harsha 
era contain such particulars as the month, fortnight, tithi and week-day or nakshatra . The present 
inscription also does not contain such details as would have enabled us to calculate its date. There 
is, however, one important datum which affords some basis for verification. The seventy-third 
year when the grant was made is named Aivayuja-samvatsara# This is evidently a year of 
the twelve-year cycle of Jupiter. If the year 73 was of the Harsha era, it would correspond 
to 679-80 A. C. But the year of Jupiter’s twelve-year cycle corresponding to 679-80 A. C. was 
Jyeshtha, not A£vayuja as required. So the date does not appear to be of the Harsha era. 

There is one other statement in the present grant which also indicates that the year was not 
of the Harsha era. The 73rd year when the grant was made is said to have been reckoned from 
4 the acquisition of the kingdom (rdjya : pratipatti) ’. This is not likely to be a regnal year of 
Maharaja Bhetti himself ; for a reign of such length is improbable, though not altogether impos- 
sible. The date is evidently of some era which marked the foundation of the kingdom by an 
ancestor of Bhetti whose name unfortunately has not been recorded. Hi3 descendants seem to 
have continued the reckoning started by him and dated their records according to it. 

Judging by the palaeography of the present record, the era to which the year 73 refers must 
have originated some time in the seventh century A. C. The question, therefore, arises, * Have 
we any evidence of such an era having been current in Rajputana in that age V In this connec- 
tion we may notice the following two inscriptions of the Bhatika era, to which Dr. R. C. Majumdar 
has recently drawn our attention : — 

1 Jaisalmer Vishnu temple inscription 3 — Vikrama Samvat 1494 =Bhatika Samvat 812, Magha 
&u. di. 6, Sukravara, ASvinI nakshatra . 

1 [See p. 7 below. — Ed.] 

1 Annual Report oj the Rajputana Museum for 1932-33. p. 2. 

1 Bhandarkar’s last of Northern Inscriptions , No. 775# 
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' This date regularly corresponds to Friday, the 31st January 1438 A. C., when the tithi Magha 
6u. di. 6 ended 15 h. 50 m. and the nakshatra Aivinl, 7 h. 30 m. after mean sunrise. This date 
shows that the epoch of the Bhatika era is 624-25 A. C. 

2 Jaisalmer Siva temple inscription 1 — Vikrama Samvat 1673 =Saka Samvat 1538 =Bh&tika 
Sam vat 993, with the Uttaraya^a occurring in Marga&Irsha. 

This date also is perfectly regular ; for in 1616 A.C., corresponding to V.S. 1673, the Uttarayai^a 
occurred on the amdv&sya of the amanta Marga^lrsha, the corresponding Christian date being the 
28th December 1616 A.C. This date shows that the epoch of the Bhatika era is 623-24 A.C. 

There is thus the difference of one year between the two epochs. The discrepancy can be 
reconciled by supposing that the latter date is recorded in a current year, and the former, in an 
expired year. 

These two dates show that the Bhatika era was started in 624-25 A.C., and that it continued 
in use in Rajputana till the 17th century A.C. 

Let us next see whether the year 73 of the Dhulev plate refers to this Bhatika era. If the 
year was of this era, the Aivayuja samvatsara mu3t have been current in the neighbourhood 
of (623+73==) 696 A.C. And it is noteworthy that the year livayuja wa3 actually current in 
695 A.C. according to the mean-sign system. There is still a difference of one year to be accounted 
for ; but it may be due to some confusion regarding current and expired years such as is noticed 
occasionally in the dates of other eras also.* 

It seems probable, therefore, that the Dhulev copper-plate grant is dated in the Bh&tika 
era. Its name Bhatika can also be easily accounted for. If it was started by an ancestor of 
Bhetti, as seems probable, he may have borne a similar name 5 which, in the course of seven or 
eight centuries, may have been changed to Bhatika . It is not surprising that the name was not 
mentioned in connection with its early dates, for the same is noticed in the case of several other 
eras also. 4 

The dates of sdme other inscriptions found in Rajputana and the adjoining country such as 
the Kot (former Bharatpur State) inscription (year 48), the Tasa-i (former Alwar State) inscrip- 
tion (year 182) and the Udaipur Museum inscription (year 207), which are usually referred to the 
Harsha era, 1 may also be of the Bhatika era. These inscriptions have been only briefly noticed, 
and their facsimiles have not been published. It is not, therefore, known whether any of them 
contain any data useftil for verification. Besides, there is no definite evidence that the Harsha 
era spread to Rajputana.* An era generally spreads with the extension of political power, but 
we have no literary, epigraphic or other evidence indicating that Harsha’ s suzerainty or political 
influence extended to Rajputana and the neighbouring countries. 7 On the other hand, we have 
the definite statements in the two inscriptions at Jaisalmer as well as some verifiable data in the 
present inscription which clearly show that the Bhatika era was started in Mgwad in the first 
quarter of the seventh century A.C. If the aforementioned records from the fonner Bharatpur 

*Ibid. , No. 962. 

* See, e,g,, simila r dates of the Kalachuri and Saka eras. ABORI ., Vol. XXVII, p. 35 and Ind. Ant,, Vol. 
XXV, p. 265. 

* If he was the grandfather of Bhetti he may have borne the same name as the latter. In India grandsons 
are often named after their grandfather. 

4 The name of the Kalachuri era is, for instance, noticed for the first time in a record of the 12th century A.C. 
The current names of the Vikrama and Salivakana eras are first noticed in the records of the 10th and the 13th 
century respectively. 

4 G. H. Ojha, History of Rajputana (Hindi), Vol. I, p. 161. 

4 The Hand inscription also seems to be dated in the Bhatika era. For the correct readings and verification 
of the. two dates mentioned in it, see my article entitled ‘ The Harsha and Bhatika Eras * in Ind, Hist . Quart*, 
Vol. XXIX, pp. 191 ff. 

7 See R. 8. Tripathi’s History of Eanauj, pp. 118 ff. 
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and Alw&r States are also dated in the Bhatika era as they seem to be, it would not be wrong to 
infer that there was a great empire flourishing in Rajputana and the neighbouring territory in the 
seventh century A.C. 

As for the localities mentioned in the present inscription, no place-name like Kishkindli& 
is noticeable in the vicinity of Dhulev. About four miles south-east of Dhulev there are extensive 
ruins of an ancient town near the modem village of Kalyanpur where the present plate is said to 
have been found. These ruins may mark the site of ancient Kishkindha. tTbbaraka, the agra - 
hara, village, may be modem Umbari, about a mile to the north-west of Kalyanpur . 1 Tumbat&ll 
cannot be traced in the neighbourhood. 



TEXT* 

1 *ff 3 w. n f+fH<n 4 i 

M ZpH H^tI <a if^+i (^TR ) 5^- 

2 [^J] ZTTT *PTT ^W| im I^HffffJTrJFT 5 

3 {Hitaw 7 [3>p4<<Miraiillgl^ ?PT*rf?T: TtTT [I*] f^r: T t l tqiiay * 

'TfTWIT 9 ?T ^TofttTT ?TT% 

o 

4 p]Tfn»lf^w|^nl»HH: TO($:) [I*] [I*] qrfe 10 

TOpTTfoT PNT [I*] *r(*TT)^TT ^TfRIT ^ 

5 <TT^ II TT«niRf *RTW^ : [I*] 

l(f)^ *ur^r: 11 [i*] 

6 *^RF3T^Fr^ft[:] 14 I rfprzpr FT^T: II SPRPl^q)- 

WfSTOrTft*] II 

7 [I*] WFRT ^C^d : [I*] 

4 ^ 1 

* For the identification of the places I am obliged to Pandit A. K, Vyas, Superintendent, Udaipur Museum. 

* From a photograph of the plate, supplied by Pandit A. K. Vyas. 

* Expressed by a symbol. 

1 Read (U [:, The following datufa is superfluous. 

* Read qaq^qtZMfdfiMM. [See p. 7 below.— Ed.] 

* This visarga is superfluous. 

' Read qT*H3 q*H l grarf< «i. 

•Read 

•Read q ft q a qqT. 

« Read qffej. 

••Read njqq ft qfaqq BuW l fa l ll f. 

** Read TL ore and that after may have been intended aa a 

sign of punctuation. 
m See n. 12, above. 

14 Read 

44 This may be read as also, but the medial vovel of the first akshara may have been intended 

to be « as in ddtahab further in this line. [The aksharas in question are fra and dra. — D.C.S.] 
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NOTE ON THE DHULEV PLATE OP MAHARAJA BHETTI 

No. 2— NOTE ON THE DHULEV PLATE OFJMAHARAJA BHETTI 

D. C. Sircar, Ootacamund 

Professor V. V. Mirashi has edited the above inscription in the foregoing pages. We fine 
it difficult to agree with many of the Professor’s suggestions based on the evidence of the record 
as interpreted by him. In the present note we are inclined to examine primarily a group of five 
suggestions offered by Prof. Mirashi in this connection. 

The first of these suggestions is that the era to which the date of the Dhulev plate, viz., year 
73, has to be referred “ marked the foundation of the kingdom by an ancestor of Bhetti ” who 
issued the charter. According to the second suggestion, which is based on the first, the said ancestor 
of the issuer of the plate was the latter’s grandfather who also bore the name Bhetti. The third 
suggestion, based on the second, is that Bhdtika , the name of an era, the epoch of which falls in 
623-24 or 624-25 A. C. and to which the Professor is inclined to refer the year 73 of the inscription 
under review, is a later modification of the name of Bhetti who was the grandfather of the issuer 
of the Dhulev plate and founded the era in question. According to the fourth suggestion, which 
seeks to justify the foundation of an era as laid down in the third, the dynasty, to which the founder 
of the Bhatika era and his grandson who issued the Dhulev plate belonged, ruled over “ a great 
empire flourishing in Rajputana and the neighbouring territory in the seventh century A. C. ” 
The fifth suggestion, apparently meant to defend the fourth, is that Rajasthan was outside the 
sphere of influence of the great Harshavardhana (606-47 A.C.), and therefore the era used in the 
Dhulev plate cannot be the Harsha era of 606 A.D. 

In opr opinion, the first of the above group of five suggestions, which is really the basis of the 
remaining four, rests on a misunderstanding of the evidence of the Dhulev plate. Consequently 
the other suggestions, based as they are on a shaky foundation, are even more unjustified. The 
date portion of the Dhulev plate in line 5 of the inscription reads : rdjya-pratimatta-vashaih tfi - 
saptatibhib A^vayuja-sarrivvatsareh which has been amended by Prof. Mirashi as rdjya-pratipatti- 
varshe trisaptatitame A&vayuja-samvatsari. According to the Professor, “ the 73rd year when the 
grant was made is said to have been reckoned from 4 the acquisition of the kingdom * ( rdjya - 
pratipatti) ”. He thinks, as noted above, that the era, to which the year has to be referred, 

“ marked the foundation of the kingdom by an ancestor of Bhetti ”. Thus the “ acquisition of the 
kingdom ” is referred to the founder of the royal family to which Maharaja Bhetti, issuer of the 
charter, belonged. In our opinion, the passage speaks of Maharaja Bhetti’s accession to the throne 
and has nothing to do with any of his ancestors. 

As to the foundation of an era in ancient India, we have elsewhere 1 shown how an early era 
appears to have been nothing more than the regnal reckoning of an independent king (who was 
not bound to use the regnal date of a suzerain) continued by his successors and how the years of 
an era were often referred to exactly as regnal years. The Gupta era was founded by an ancestor of 
Chandragupta II (376-414 A.C.). This is clear from the Mathura inscription* of that monarch, 
the date portion of which reads : Sri-Chandraguptasya vijaya-rdjya-samvatsare pariichame 5 kdl - 
dnuvarttamdna-samvatsari GkaskashthS (° shashtitame) 61, 44 in the year five — 5 — of the victorious 
reign of the illustrious Chandragupta, in the year sixtyone — 61 — according to the era Here 
both the regnal year of the king and the year of the Gupta era are used side by side. But generally 
the year of the regnal reckoning was omitted while the year of the era was used as if it were a regnal 
year. Thus the Gadhwa inscription 3 of the time of the same Gupta emperor has the date : ir»* 

1 Vikrama Volume , edited by R. K. Mookerjee, Gwalior, 1948, pp. 564-65. 

1 Of. Select Inscriptions, p. 270 ; IHQ, Vol. XVIII, pp. 271-55. 

• Bhandarkar’s List, No. 1261. See also M~Kumdraguptasy=dbhivarddhamdna-vijaya-rdjya-safhvaUari sha- 
tnavate ( vatitaml ) (ibid.. No. 1263), ir»- Kurnaragupta-rajya-aamvalsari 98 (ibid.. No. 1264), etc., etc. Note further 
kr%-Bdnliharadiva-rdjyasaibvat 93 (ibid.. No. 2042), etc. 




